	Levels of Questions



	Level 1--Literal
	Level 2--Interpretive
	Level 3--Universal

	Questions

· Factual

· Address key elements
	Questions

· Inferential

· Motive of author or character
	Questions

· Connecting

· Link text to prior knowledge, other texts or experiences, broader issues of the world

	Answers

· Found directly in text

· Good answers lead to an accurate and complete summary of text
	Answers

· Found by following patterns and seeing relationships among parts of the text

· Good answers lead to an identification of the significant patterns
	Answers

· Found by testing the ideas or a text against readers’ background knowledge

· Good answers lead to an appreciation of the text and further discussion

	Examples

· What is Shawn’s special gift?

· Is C.P. a disease?

· How does Shawn explain his parents’ divorce?


	Examples

· Why did Trueman use the metaphor of Shawn being “stuck in neutral” from pg 11 as the title of the book?

· What is the effect of starting Chapter 3 with the fragment?

· Why does Shawn feel it’s important to tell readers about his special gift?
	Examples

· On pg 4 Shawn talks about the word “retard” and that his meaning is different than when others tease friends with it.  How might such teasing and careless use of such words affect those who the word literally applies to?
· We know that Shawn is bright but trapped in his body with no way of communicating his intelligence.  How do we know what really happens inside someone.  For example, what about people in a coma or on life support?  

	Question stems to get started

· What is the main idea of. . ?

· How would you rephrase . . ?

· Who is . . ?

· Why did . . ?
	Question stems to get started

· What conclusions can you draw ?

· What motive is there . . ?

· What ideas justify. . ?

· What would be the result if. . ?

· What inferences can you make. .?
	Question stems to get started

· What is your opinion of . . ?

· What would you site to defend the actions. . ?

· Based on what you know, how would you explain . . ?


